FRom A VERY YOUNG AGE
| WAS TOLD | LOOK LIKE

THAT ROB LOOKS LIKE
LMY COUSIN SIMOWN.

mum HAS ALWAYS SA\D

COuSIN SIMON.

1 CAN KIND OF SEE \T

BUT HAVE TROVBLE LOOKING
PAST THE AUTISM,




| couLD NEVER SEE A FAMILY
RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN ME AND ROB.

MOST OF THE TIME IT DIDN'T EVEN FEEL
LIKE ROF WAS PART OF OUR FAMILY AT ALL.

GROWING UP WITH A PROTHER
WITH AUTISM Yoy CAN'T HELP
BUT WORRY THAT Yov MIGHT

BE ON THE SPECTRUM YOURSELF.

SOCIALLY AWKWARD
PARTY! A
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FOCUS ON DETAIL

REPETITIVE BEHAVIOUR

G\NA! ARE YOU WATCHING
HiMyYm,

AGAIN?
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SENSORY STIMULATION S BUT JuST BECAUSE You DISPLAY SOME
OF THE TRAITS DOESN'T MEAN You
SHOULD GET A DIAGNOSIS OF ASD
(AUTISM SPECTRUM PISORDER),
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OTHER TRAITS INCLUDE: STRUGGLING TO

LACK OF EYE CONTACT.
READ BODY CUES.

THE WAY WE DIAGNOSE ASD 1S BY |
WATCHING REHAVIOURS.

4R (.. THE DIFFERENCE
2 BETWEEN WHAT

LIKE FROM THE
INS\DE ¥
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TO Look AT ME AND MY BEHAVIOURS, You

'WHEN | READ THIS FOR THE FIRST
WOULD NOT DIAGNOSE ME WITH ASD,.

TiMmE T CLICKED SOMETHING IN
mY BRAIN.

CHATTING
NORMALWLY
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BUT WHAT IT FEELS LIKE TO ME INS\DE
mY HEAD mIGHT GIVE You PAUSE.
| JUST REALLY WANT TO STRAVGHTEN

NOT QUITE IN LINE
HIS cup. IF HIS HANDLE WAS JUST A
WITH EACH OTHER LITTLE TO THE LEFT T wouLbD
&‘ \)‘ WORK S _mucH BETTER wITH
, THE /4§ ///\ SHADOWS AND mycuP
Do [ii you THINK HE wouLD 2 ‘
: NOTICE IF | MOVED b" -

” 0(0'.' HIS cuP? OF >
'—N\L COUuRSE HE WOULD,
o AN NS PON'T INVADE
°© o H\S PERSONAL
SPACE.
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ALL THIS HAPPENS IN A SPLIT SECOND.
TALKING TO ME YOu PROBABLY WOULDN'T
EVEN NOTICE. BUT IT FEELS LIKE THE
WORLD HAS BROKEN AND ONLY | CAN FIX \T.




T0 SOME WITH AUTISM, T
HIS FEEL) '
IS SO HUGE, SO VNS":OPPHBLEE‘;:H:$ AT LEAST THAT'S HOW | SEE \T.
THEY HAVE TO ACT.
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HOW Do;/ou PICTURE SOMEONE WITH | SEE THIS, OBVIOYSLY. B
AUTISM? ARE THEY A SOCIALLY AWKWARD
SAVANT? OR AN ADULT WHO ACTS AND [~ ~ snadlf
REACTS LIKE A TODDLER? DO You SEE 3 A‘L‘\;S
‘RAIN MAN'P A
HANDS
CAN'T -
TALK —7
Al S
PLAYS AN HAS TROUBLE HAVE CARERS
AUTIST\C CONTROLLING
SAVANT IN THE STRONG
CHARACTER 1988 OSCAR EMOTIONS
‘”":'{ﬁ:%'c’ ’ ALwAYs
'R AIN MAN. BAREFOOT

| USED TO THINK THAT ROB AND | WERE
| FRom TOTALLY DIFFERENT PLANETS.

BUT THE MORE | THINK ABOULT \T,
THE mMORE | REALISE THAT WE HAVE

IN COMMON.




SOME PEOPLE SAY WE ARE ALL ON THE SPECTRUM AND AUTISM IS TUST ONE
END OF IT.

FER TO THINK OF EVERYONE NOT ON A SPECTRuUM, BUT MORE LIKE

| PRE ERLAPPING VENN DIAGRAMS.

AN INTRICATE MAP OF OV

SOME CIRCLES
ARE CROSSED
OVER

SOME ARE

THE OVERLAPPING CIRCLES @ D Q& Cq
ARE IN CONSTANT FLUX, C g 0 )

NOT FIXED TO ANY Qe o ; ‘
ONE POINT ON A LINE. ‘ =
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THIS WAY OF LOOKING

AT THE WORLYD, | GET
THAT FRomM ROB. E N D




